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Nacirema People
	Reading about Nacirema’s cultural practices has given me insight into the similarities of different cultures around the world. I have learned that be behavioral characteristics of people in different communities their exposure to certain environmental factors. Like in the modern world, the Nacirema people are always trying to find solutions to their problems. In this regard, cultural disparities developed due to the incoherence of cultural practices and values in the ancient world. The Nacirema community practiced a mouth-rite ritual that was associated with mouth care. The fascination of the people with the mouth led to oral hygiene practices that differ from those in the modern world significantly. The Nacirema inserted, "a small bundle of hog hairs into the mouth, along with certain magical powders, and then moving the bundle in a highly formalized series of gestures"(Miner, n. d, pp. 89). I have learned from the ritual that even though the Nacirema used a different methodology for oral hygiene, it was for the same purpose as in other cultures. Besides, I have learned that cultures are different, and it all emanates from their histories.
	The Nacirema is a community that was residing in North America between the Yaqui, Canadian Cree, the Carib Arawak of the Antilles, and the Tarahumara of Mexico. Reading the text has given me insight into cultural relativism alluding to the cultural beliefs and practices of the Naciremas. Even though the Nacirema’s culture does not resemble those of other community, it does not mean that it is inadequate or wrong. “Like material culture, neither customs is “right”” (Culture, n. d, pp. 36).  In this regard, I appreciate this culture despite not being my own since it is what was instilled into the Naciremas since childhood. The elements of the culture that involved using hogs of hair fit with the modern use of toothpaste for oral hygiene. The purpose is the same regardless of what is used, and that is why is essential. 
	I agree with the text since there are many disparities associated with material culture. Cultures can be used to depict the same purpose despite using different methodologies. Like in the modern world, I concur with the text that learning to appreciate other people’s culture is the key to diversity. For instance, Westerners are used to using knives and forks for eating while Asians use chop sticks for the same. From a relativity standpoint, the people from both cultures are comfortable using the cutlery; but it does not mean that one is superior to the other. I agree with the text that some things are the focal of certain cultures, and there is no need to try and change them. The Naciremas were not supposed to dispose the charm after serving its purpose, but they were to keep it in charm-box inside their shrine. The relevance of this practice to these people cannot be underestimated since it is culturally-centered. Culture goes beyond the dynamics of the existing society and its authenticity is based on its history. Respecting history is significant to peaceful co-existence among community members. I believe that the mouth-rite is not a burden to the Naciremas since it has sustained them for many years as the text articulates. I agree with the other that exotic cultures like the Naciremas’ have real meaning when they are viewed keenly. Even though magic has diminished in the modern world, it played an integral part in ensuring that persons mastered practical difficulties as civilization advanced.




[bookmark: _GoBack]
References
Culture. (n. d). Practicing cultural relativism. 36.
Miner, H. (n. d). Body ritual among the Nacirema. 503-507. 


 


